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MEMES

Meme: Ameme s an act or meaning structure that
IS capable ofreplication, which meansimitation
(Dawkins, 1976), requiring:

A Variation %
A celedibi oMen_]es may best Dbe u
_ cultural information that passes along
A Retention from person to person, yet gradually
scales into a shared social
P h e N o MenhaOon 345



MEMES AND EVOLUTION

Asymmetricfitness osel fi shness |
competitiveness]beats altruism within groups.
Altruistic groups beat selfish groups. Everything
elseiscomment aryo (Wi | son

Implication: Within groups or social networks,
memes (and their authors) compete fostatus (to
be heard),but when a given homogenous group
or network Is competing against another group
for status, cooperative groups compete better
than groups experiencing entropy, chaos or
Intragroup competition.



MEMES AND EVOLUTION

Information ecologies M*D proposes that memes,
as forms of information, occupy a broader
Information environment in which fithess Is
Influenced by adaptation to the availabllity of
attention as a scarce reSOUIC&immonsetal, 2019

Echo chambersinformation niches evolve their
own information ecologies, forming what is
commonly referred to as echo chambers,
COoOLresSiPamimde "0 t 0O OCO MM
certain memes are preferentially advantaged
by the ecology.



TYPES OF MEMETIC DIFFUSION PATTERNS:

Evememidiffusion: eventgenerated diffusion of memes linked to the event or
experience (fromevenire Latinex & 2 dz(i &enikegf 82 O2YS 2 dzi&inX | |
which events stimulate similar textual expressions about the experience of an event c

set of events (e.g., flu tweets; Nagel et al., 2013

Crosssectional
inferences/echoes
(maps) about
event(s)

Meaningful

Event(s)

1l e.g., mgmes\ The amount of rain positively predicts social
responding to: network posts about the rairQoviellg Fowler, &

ADisaster :
AElection Franceschetti, 2014)

AMovie
ADisease

\A Etc. )
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TYPES OF MEMETIC DIFFUSION PATTERNS:

Etymemicdiffusion: memegenerateddiffusion of

directly linkedmemes (fromGreeketymort & 0 NHzS¢ 4 Sy a4 S
+logiad a { dizR 8peakingfé nIvhich an original 4
meme generates further directly linkademes resultingn /‘ Meme,

v

Meme,,

[
)

a sort of genetispeciation ofa given textual form over R
time (e.g., theriot kiss Hahner 2013). Meme,, | Memey

Memey Meme,,

Mimetic
Event(s) ‘ Memey I Memey
Meme, Meme,, Meme,,

na

/- e.0., memes replicating/
responding to:
ALeaveBrittny alone
ACharlie bit my finger Meme,,
Ahttp://www.memes.com/
Ahttp ://knowyourmeme.com/

. Memey Memey,

Memey

Ahttp:// www.memecenter.com Meme,, <

\ AEtC. . ) T T T

Longitudinal/Sequential inferences
(maps) about event(s)
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TYPES OF MEMETIC DIFFUSION PATTERNS

There may be reciprocal effectSTweeters

Crosssectional during presidential debates feel that debates a
inferences more important, pay more attention, and feel
(maps) about more valenced toward candidates. Which caus
event(s) Meme, which? (Houston et al., 2013)
Meme,
Meaningful
[ Event(s) feme;
Meme, Meme,,
k Mimetic A ‘
responding to:
A Biecees Meme,, Meme,,
ADisaster e.g., memes replicating/
AElection - responding to: . Meme,
AMovie ALeaveBrittny alone
A ACharlie bit my finger Meme,,
\ Etc. ) Ahttp://www.memes.com/
Ahttp://knowyourmeme.com/
Ahttp://www.memecenter.com
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Longitudinal/Sequential inferences
(maps) about event(s)

P

L4 2
‘.........’ ........... 4N EERER EEEEEEEEEP AEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN)

o EVEMEMIC - ENTYMEMIC .


http://www.memes.com/
http://knowyourmeme.com/
http://www.memecenter.com/

\J J

1 |
SUBJECTIV ESS . . .
j_ 2 ﬁrawmg on several theories (meme, narrative \
Counter-Me ra . . . rationality, frame, general systems, evolution,
Rival Social Network System Limitation/Trauma

information, socialidentity, communicative

Fraz“'“;"’ nF cdm S ok / P /competence, social network analysis, and diffusion
tlghi]e H hlly/lbophlly t EW @TEqus-Il v E N E S \) of innovations). MD proposes memes compete at

Nlcugdal atie (Dis)A antage Diffusion Stage Exhaustion Proximity/Density Facilitation rr_lultlple Igvels tq occupy |nf_or_mat|orecology
L - niches.M?3D provides a heuristic framework for
Ca e Thr d(s) Mitigating Put<|0|ty: HAL L E N G E organizing manifold investigations into the roles

Media Inaccessibility new media play in diffusing ideas in cyberspace and
their representation or role in realspace events.¥a
seeks to integrate theories and stimulate new

theory development in the fields of big data and
UCT@L Qew media. /
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